
Tekst 10 

The timeless beauty in Shakespeare's language 

In his Sept. 8 Free for All letter, "The critic doth 
protest too much, he thinks," Ed Rader claimed 
that the "400-year-old language is the problem" for 
today's audiences in attending William 
Shakespeare's plays. Many of the plays have 
obscure allusions that need footnotes for 
comprehension. But there is no equal to the poetry 
that may also be found therein. 
What could equal Romeo's reaction at his first 
sight of Juliet:  "O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright! It seems she 
hangs upon the cheek of night / Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop's ear ─ 
Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear!" 
I would say the problem for today's audiences is insensitive editing of the 
text and presuming the plays have to be rewritten and re-imagined for 
people in a hurry. 

Carol Morgan, Washington  

 adapted from Washington Post, 2018 



Tekst 10  The timeless beauty in Shakespeare’s language 

1p 38 What is the point made by Carol Morgan in this letter? 
A It is necessary to modernise Shakespeare’s plays to make them 

attractive to theatre goers. 
B People these days find it difficult to enjoy Shakespeare’s plays 

because they are too long. 
C Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is undoubtedly one of the best plays 

ever written. 
D The quality of the theatre experience is compromised if Shakespeare’s 

plays are rephrased. 

Bronvermelding 
Een opsomming van de in dit examen gebruikte bronnen, zoals teksten en afbeeldingen, is te vinden in het bij dit examen 
behorende correctievoorschrift, dat na afloop van het examen wordt gepubliceerd. 
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